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                   Make Charitable Gifts Through Your IRA in 2009
  
Every household in America has benefited in some way from the lifesaving mission of the Red Cross.  Our impact doesn’t end here at home; you help us reach across the country and around the world to improve lives of millions every year.   No other organization has the scale, scope and trust needed to respond to disasters, prevent disease, reconnect families and educate the next generation of lifesavers as efficiently and effectively as the Red Cross.  
In 2008, Congress extended the law allowing people who have Individual Retirement Accounts – and who are age 70-1/2 or older – to make gifts through their IRA’s.  However, this opportunity expires at the end of 2009.  
Why are IRA gifts attractive to donors?  Some say they have no need of their required annual distributions and would prefer that they go to a worthwhile cause.  The amount the Red Cross receives will be free of income taxes and will count as your IRA distribution.  They are also not counted as income, so they lower your total income and will not affect your deductions nor be affected by deduction reductions.  

Making IRA gifts is easy.  Simply contact your IRA trustee or custodian and notify our office so we may ensure proper transfer and receipting of the gift for 2009.  

Consider making a gift to the Red Cross through your IRA or other means.  A gift of any size will save the day when the next disaster strikes.  When a neighbor’s house burns … when someone needs a lifesaving blood transfusion or when a family needs to contact a deployed service member in an emergency.     To learn more, simply contact us at 715.344.4052 or visit our website at www.redcrossncwi.com.   
Sincerely,

Mae Nachman
Regional Executive Director







